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3. The sacred Mohammedan places are to be protected, and Arabia
is to be under an independent Mohammedan [rule]. (b*.)
The neutral zone in Persia established by the Anglo-Russian agree-
ment of 1907 is to be included in the English sphere of influence.
While recognising these demands in general as satisfactory, the
Russian Government made several reservations.
In view of the formulation of our wishes with, regard to the sacred
Mohammedan places it must now be made clear whether these localities
are to remain under the sovereignty of Turkey with the Sultan keeping
the title of Khalif, or whether it is proposed to create new independent
States. In our opinion it would be [desirable] (e*) to separate the
Khalifate from Turkey. In any case freedom of pilgrimage must be
guaranteed.
While agreeing to the inclusion of the neutral zone of Persia within
the sphere of English influence, the Russian Government considers
it right to declare that the districts round the towns of Ispahan and
Yezd [should be secured] (d*) by Russia, and also that part of the
neutral zone which cuts a wedge between the Russian and Afghan
frontiers and goes as far as the Russian frontier at Zulfagar [should
be] (e*) included in the Russian sphere of influence.
The Russian Government considers it desirable that the question of
the frontiers between Russia and Northern Afghanistan should simul-
taneously be solved according to the wishes expressed at the time of
the negotiations of 1914.
After the entrance of Italy into the war, our wishes were communi-
cated to the Italian Government also, and the latter expressed its
agreement, provided the war ended in the successful realisation of
Italian claims in general, and in the East, in particular, and in the
recognition by us for Italy within the territories ceded to us of the
same rights as those enjoyed by France and England.
Document C. Confidential telegram from the Russian Minister
of Foreign Affairs to the Russian Ambassador at London, dated March
7 (20), 1915, appearing in the Manchester Guardian.
Referring .to the Memorandum of the British Government (9
Embassy) here of March 12, will you please express to Grey the
profound gratitude of the Imperial Government for the complete and
final assent of Great Britain to the solution of the question of the
Straits and Constantinople, in accordance with Russia's desires. The
Imperial Government fully appreciates the sentiments of the British
Government and feels certain that a sincere recognition of mutual
interests will secure forever the firm friendship between Russia and
Great Britain,
Having already given its promise respecting the conditions of trade
in the Straits and Constantinople, the Imperial Government sees no
* The words in brackets in the text are the correct translation, the mis-
translation appearing originally as follows;
a*) [coming from Buasia, and not going]; b *) [sovereign]; c*) [un-
desirable] ; d *) [formerly were fortified]; e *) [was].

